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FOR THE INFORMER. 
DUTY OF CHRISTIANS, No. IX. 
“Objections, &c. Continued. 

15. * The Elder unto the Elect lady and her children, 
whom I love in the truth, for the truth’s sake which dwel- 
leth in us. I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children 
walking in the truth, as we have received commandment 
from the Father. Look to yourselves, that we lose not 
those things which we have wrought, but that we recerve a full 
reward.” The distinguishing title “Elect,” and the person- 
al pronouns “we,” connected with the verbs “we lose,” “we 
have wrought,” &. seems to imply a special relation and fel- 
lowship, not only as christians; but as jomt laborers, elect- 
ed to some distinguished trust. “Thy children” seems to 
imply her spiritual children, begotten toa lively hope through 
her ministration. Like as he names his own, “WZ y little chil- 
dren..” 

i6. “ Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own 
husbands, that if any” (husband) “ obey not the word, they 
also may without the word be won by the conversation of 
their wives, coupled with fear. 1 Peter, im. 1,2. The con- 
versation here mentioned cannot be supposed less than fam- 
ily teaching, and to'be performed by the woman. 

17. As every man hath received the gift; even so minis- 
ter the same one to another, as good stewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of God: if any man minister, let him do it as of the 
ability which God giveth. 1sPeter, iv. 10, 11. Here chrix 
tians are represented as stewards, ‘T'his stewardship can: 
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not be monopolized, it is the heritage of the church. Come 
mon to the brethren, and necessary for the edifying of the 
body. 

18. “For the body is not one member, but many. If the 
foot shall say because I am not the hand, I am not of the 
body ;” “and the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need 
of thee,” &c. The members should have the same care 
one for another, &c. 1 Cor. xn: Woth this accords the apos 
tle to the Romans, “For we have many members in one bo- 
dy, and all members have not the same office. Having gifts 
differing according to the grace given to us, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith,” &c. Roth. xn. 4, 6, 7, 
8. Here we may notice that every member of the body is 
to do its office (not according to trifling and sinful excuses,) 
but, according to the grace given. | 

19. “I beseech you brethren, (ye know the house of Ste- 
phanas, that it is the first friits of Achaia, and that they 
have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) that 
ye submit yourselves to the ministry of such,” (private 
christians,) “and to every one that helpeth with us and la- 
boreth.”—* J am glad of the coming of Stephanas, and For- 
tunatus, and Achaicus; for that which was lacking on your 
part they have supplied; for they” (by their conversation 
about spiritual things) “have refreshed my spirit, and yours; 
therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.” 1 Cor. xvi. 
15, &c. That is, do not despise the religious instruction of 
private christians, who are helpers, and taborers m the gose 

el. 
. 20. ‘The very nameg given to the church imply that itis 
the duty of every member to be active and vigilant in prop- 
agating the gospel. It is called the “light of the world.” 
Matt. v. 14. How can it enlighten the world but by means 
of teaching? It is the “Pillar of truth.” 1% Tim. im 45. 
Jomtly and severally to support and disseminate truth. It 
is the “Salt of the earth.” Matt. v. 13. To preserve many 





i i from the corruption of sin. “ Brethren, &c.” Alike in title 
Be to the heritage. Peter represents the church, “as livin 

4 | stones, built. up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood to offer 
a up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, a 


i chosen generation, a royal priesthood; a peculiar people, 
| that ye” (the church members) “should show forth” (pub- 
i i¢ly and privately) “the praises of bim, who hath called 
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_ and retained his membership in that churc 
_ lived. After he commenced his christian course, he fre- 
quently exhorted and prayed in religious meetings, and man- 
, iested an ardent love to God, and a desire that others might 
share with him the pleasures of juvenile piety. Feb. 9, 
_) 1823, he was taken sick, and his symptons soon put on the 
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‘you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” 1 Peter, & 

.9. Here we may notice, the exalted and important sta- 
tion that christians stand in as priests or teathers. Christ 
compares his disciples to a “light,” to a “city set on a hill 
which cannot be hid.” “ Neither do men light a candle and 

ut it under a bushel; but on a candlestick and it iveth 
fiche to all‘that are in the house.” With this accords the 
apostle’s words, “Grieve not the Spirit.”—* Quench not the 
Spirit.’—“For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all 
may learn, and all be comforted” 1 Cor x. 4. 

Bart. Sommer. 
Barnet, Vt. 
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From the Religious Intelligencer and Evening Gazette. 


MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN COBB. ) 

Died, at Mansfield, Mass. August 30, 1823, Mr, Joun 
Coss, in the 24th year of his age. This amiable young man 
was one of those who possess qualities to endear them, not 
only to their relations, but to all who have the pleasure of 
an acquaintance with them.—W hen about sixteen years of 
age, his mind was led to seek an interest in Christ, which 
he soon professed to have found; and Dec. 17, 1815, he 
was admitted on trial in the Methodist mproal Church, 


as long as he 





appearance of a fatal consumption. Throughout his long 
illness, he was a pattern of christian patience, and resigna- 
tion; and he died gloriously triumphant over the last ene- 
my, rejoicing in the full assurance of eternal glory. . 
We'shall be less particular in this memoir of our depart- 
ed friend, that we may have room to insert an Address, dic- 
tated by him sometime before his death, which, by his re- 


quest, was read at his funeral: also a Hymn, which he wisie 


'ed to have read on the same occasion. 


ADDRESS. 
“Fettow Yours, bound to the judgment seat of Christ ; 
and who must shortly appear there, to reader an account 

















for the demas done in this probationary state of existenee— 
Yourn, I say, for.1 shall confine my, address to you, for ‘the 
following reasons :,f%rst, because I was numbered with you; 
Secondly, because I consider you more hable to be enticed 
from the, path of duty, than those that are more matured 
by age. Satan is ready to promise you long life: he is also 
ready to promise you “much happiness in youthful recrea- 
tions; nothing shall be wanting to make your happiness coms 
plete :” in hke manner as he tempted Christ; for he vainly 
thought to have caught Christ in the same snare, by shew- 
ing him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them, promising at the same time, if he would fall down and 
worship him he should possess them all. But what was 
our blessed Saviour’s reply—“Get thee behind me, satan:” 
—go thou and do likewise. He can promise, but cannot per- 
form; for neither happiness nor life 1s at his disposal. bite 
is uncertain, death is certam; therefore I entreat of you, as 


one im near approach to eternity, to prepare for death. It 


was but a few months ago, that | enjoyed ias fond hopes of 
long life as perhaps any, of you do this day. But hark! 
what dol} hear? I thtek I hear the footsteps of some mes- 
senger. Who art thou? Alas! it is piningsickness, accom- 
panied by that monster that travels through town and coun. 
try, destroying his thousands. His name is Death. Alas! 
my expectation of lang hfe, and fond hopes of happiness in 
this worlé—where are they? Blasted, as ina moment. As 
the dew before the sun, cr the beauty of the flowers which 
are nipped by the'frost, they are gone. But shall I mur- 
mur, or repine at these afflictions‘? Nay; but I will bless 
God, that although death is commissioned to destroy the 
body, it cannot destroy the soul. 


“« Many have been the seasons, fellow youth, in which we 
met and associated together; many a time we have been 
called together, on occasions perhaps hke this to you, to 
pay our last respects to our youthful friends. But how 
changed is my state!—Heretofore, I have been one among 
you to gaze upon the spectacle of mortality presented to 
our view; but now, my oWn body is presented for you to 
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behold for the last ttme. Which of you death will visit next, ; 


God only knows; therefore I beseech of you, as one that is 
entering eternity, to prepare to meet me in the eternal 
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world at the right hand of God. When yon see my body 


descending into the grave, and Hear the clods of earth rat- 
tling thereupon, then remember, Oh! remember, that soon 
it will be your turn to possess,a like dwelling with me. I 
praise God, the grave cannot contain the soul... Oh! youth, 
remember, and lay it to heart, there is a day coming when 
we shall all meet again. Religion is:the only thing which 
will prepare you for a seat at God’s right hand;. it is the 
only thing that will stand bY you ina dying hour, You may 

ossess the honours-and riches of this world, but in the hour 
of death they will leave you; yet receive Christ as your om 
ly friend, and you need not fear.’ But Oh! my friends, if 
you withstand the many calls and, warnings. thaty you have 
{rom day to day, and turn a deaf.ear to the entreaties of 
your friends and the wooings of, your Saviour; miserable 
must be your condition throughout eternal ages.» It is from 
God you derive your every blessing; it is in him you live, 
move and have your being: were it not for the. mercy of 
God your very existence would tease. Seek th¢,religion of 
Jesus Christ, and you will be prepared for death, and a glo- 
rious immortality beyond the grave. -1 pray that God may 
enable you to treasure up these few broken thoughts in your 
hearts; and as thisis the last warning that you will have 
from me, I hope you will regard it, aud pray God to assist 

ou to make improvement hereupon. [| hope in God’s mer- 
cy that I shall be favored with enjoying your company, and 
singing the song of the redeemed with you, while eterial 
ages shall roll around.—I bid you all adieu til the judgment 


day. 
HYMN. 


Young people all.attention give, 
While | address you in God’s name $ 
You, who in.sm and folly live, 

Come hear the.counsel of a friend. 


I’ve sought for bliss in glitt’ring toys, 
And rang’d the luring scenes of vice ; 
But never knew substantial joys, 
Until I heard my Saviour’s voice. 


He spake at once my sins forgiv’n, 
And swept my load of guilt away ; 
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He gave me glory, peace and heav’s, 
And thus [ found the heav’nly way. 


And now with trembling sense I view 
The billows roll beneath your feet; 
For death eternal waits for you, 


Who slight the force of gospel truth. 


Youth like the spring will soon be gones 
44 fleeting time or conquering death; — 
our morning sun may sit at noon, 

And leave you ever in the dark. 


Your sparkling eyes and blooming cheeks, 
Must wither like the blasted rose; 

The coffin, earth, and and winding sheet, 
Will soon your active limbs enclose. 


Ye heedless ones that widely stroll, 
The grave will soon become your bed ; 
Where darkness reigns, and vapours roll 
Jn solemn silence round your head. 


Your friends will pass the lonesome place, 
And with a sigh move slow along; 

Still gazing on the spires of grass, 

With which your graves are overgrown. 


Your souls will land in darker realms, 
Where vengeance reigns and billows roar; , 
And roll amid the burning flames, 


When thousand, thousand years are o’er. 


Still sunk in shades of endless night, 
To groan and howl in ceaseless pain; 
To never more behold the light, 
And never, never rise again. 


Ye blooming youth, this is the state 
Of all who do free grace refuse ; 

And soon with you twill be too kate, 
The way of life in Christ to choose: 


Come lay your carnal weapons by, 


No longer fight against your God ! 


But with the gospel now comply 
And heaven sbalt be your great reward.’ : 
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| 167 _ a as 
AN EXTRAORDINARY DREAM. 

My father, having called his children around him one 
evening, said in a very serious manner, “Children, I pay but 
little attention to dreams, because few of them are worth 
remembering; but [f had once a dream that I coyld never 
forget, and for the effects of which I shall ever have reason 
to be thankful to God. I was at the age of fourteen, though 

iously instructed, still a very thoughtless and irreligious lad. 
H lived with a‘brother fifteen years older than myself, who 
was an emminently pious man. Our residence was in a con- 
siderable market town; and my brother, who attended a 


faithful and evangelical ministry, was greatly attached to — 


the minister and to his fellow christians, with some of whom, 
having no family of his own, he sometimes spent his eve- 
nings. On these occasions, as well as on those which fre- 
quently occurred in business, it was my lot to wait for his 
return, Solitude is favourable to reflection; and during the 
many hours I spent alone, my conscience was not altogether 
unfaithful to its office. I knew that I lived under the influ- 
ence of a carnal mind, that loved not God, nor his ways; 
and | often trembled under the apprehension of deserved 
punishment, yet I still continued to love sin, and live in it. 
Often afraid to sit within the house alone, [ took my seat in 
an open porch at the door, that my solitude might be re- 
lieved by the society of persons now and then passing, 


“After having continued this practice for many months, 
the remarkable dream occurred to which I have already 
referred. I had retired to bed some hours before; but, in 
my dream, I thought myself still sitting in the poreh, in a 
very dark evening, earnestly wishing my brother’s return. 
I thought my conscience reproached me more deeply than 
ever it had done before, for my neglect of prayer, and of 
my soul’s immortal interests: when, in a moment im the 
twinkling of an eye, a most glorious light burst the darken- 


ed sky, and the whole firmament was in a blaze; the awful ° 


trump of God proclaimed the last great day was come. In- 
stantly the streets were filled with the atirighted inhabit- 
ants; their countenances were filled with awful horrour, 
aud “ Where shall we hide ourselves from hiin that sitteth 
on the throne ?” was the universal cry. ‘I thought,’ con. 


‘eoued my father, ‘ that I myself mingled with the throng 
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running hither and thither to hide myself from the Judge + 
and the anguish of my mind was dreadful. At the end of 
the street stood a large church, the dial plate of which was 
in full view ; the light over the church, to my imagination, 
far surpassed that of the sun; but one circumstance was ve- 
ry remarkable; the hand that pointed to the hour on the 
clock, was loosened, and whirled round with inconceivable 
rapidity. It impressed upon my soul the awful sentence, 
“Time shall be no more!” | turned in anguish from the 
sight, retraced my hurried steps, and soon after met my 
brother, with a company of his christian friends, whom | 
well knew; they had countenances bright as the light, and 
appeared to be filled with extatick joy, uttering already 
their praises to the Redeemer. I fled to them as if ex- 
pecting to share my brother’s usual affection, but to my un- 
speakable anguish, neither he nor his friends would take the 
least notice of me: the bands of mutual affection were bro- 
ken; they resigned me to the best judgment of an offended 
Saviour, and my soul sunk in helpless despair. At a, little. 
distance was a publick building, and beneath it was a spa- 
cious cellar, the door of which the impatient multitude had 
forced; thronged with an immense crowd rushing into it, as 
a hiding-place from the presence of the Judge. I mingled 
with the affrighted crowd, and, as my last effort, sought to 
bury myself in this dark retreat; but, m the attempt, I 
awoke, [| can never forget, added the good man, ‘the sur- 
prise the joy, the extacy I felt, when I found it was but a 
dreamt. ‘Though trembling still shook my whole body, grat- 
itude thrilled through my soul, that I was yet in a state 
where prayers would be heard, from a soul fervently sup- 
licating the throne of the beavenly Majesty that it might 
delivered from the wrath tocome. I was then led to 
commence in earnest that life of prayer and communion with 
God through Christ, which | trust has been the practice of 
every succeeding day; for the impression was as lasting as 
it was strong, and its eflects leave me no doubt that it was 


of God.” 


I add an observation or two with respect to the good man who, rela- 
ted this remarkable dream. _It was told me but once; but I 6ften pass 
the spot where it occurred, and the circumstances are fresh tomy mem- 
ery; i trust not unipteristing to my heart. My father placed no depei 
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dence on the dream itself, and often said, it is net the particular way in 
which divine truth reaches the mind, but the eflect.alone which ought 
to be regarded. With respect to himself, a long course of vital and prac- 
tical godliness left no room to doubt that it was in this vision of the 
night that instruction was first sealed on his mind. The reader will 
observe, too, how exactly the ideas that passed through the mind, in 
this dream accorded with the sentiments which my father had often 
read in the word of God, and heard from the Christian pulpit. In this 
yision of the night there was nothing visionary—all was sound instruc- 
tion; it was what the understanding and judgment before approved, and 
what God now impressed on the heart. Indifference to our immortal 
interests is the most destructive enemy of souls; and what all need, in 
order to true conversion, fs an apprehension, a perception of divine 
things, that bears fully on the heart. This is the work of God; and 
by its operation the soulis mace to ieel, as well as believe, the impor- 
tance of divine truth—an impression which awakes the earnest cry, 
“ What shall I do to be saved?” ‘This cry, when it is incited by the 
Holy Spirit, will never be satisfied till it has obtained a hope through 
grace, that we have redemption through the blood of the~Lamb; that 
God. for Christ's sake has forgiven us all our tresspasses. . 
a 





VALUABLE ORNAMENT FOR YOUTH. | 

Virtue is the brightest ornament of youth. As on the one hand reli- 
gion never appears more lovely and engaging than when it dwetis on 
the lips and is exhibited in the lives of young people, so on the other 
hand, young persons never appear so amiabie, and deserve so much 
esteem and confidence as when they are religious ;—when they walk 
in the paths of virtue, honesty, sobriety and integrity. Always interest- 
ing in itself, youth is rendered doubly so, when associated with the gra- 
ces and tempers of the gospel. A young man or a young woman desti- 
tute of religion, may be very estimable and worthy on account of the 
amiableness of their dispositions and the propriety of their deportment, 
But where the spirit and the graces of christianity are added, it is like 
ading life and motion to a statue w hich we have admired for its pro- 
portion and decorations. But a young person of elegant form and ‘en- 
gaging manners, who lives in profligacy, impurity, and blasphemy, de- 
serves to be compared to a finished statue, streaming forth corruption, 
and poisoning the atmosphere with contagion and death. 





INDUSTRY. 
My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord. In 2 morning wll J 

direct my prayer to thee, and will look up. Psatm y. 

Early gising is a habit so easily pre iced so necessary fo the despatch 
of country business, so advantageous to hea’ +, ond so in perant to de- 
votion, that, except in cases of necessity, r c.pnot be cis: msed-wiri 
by any prudent and diligent man, 
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Let us prize and preserve this profitable practice ; and let us habity f 
ate all our children and servants to consider lying in bed after day light 
as one of the ills of the aged and the sick, and not as enjoyment to peo. | 2 
pie in a state of perfect health. 7 

If any of us have been so unfortunate as to have acquired the idle hab. 
it of lying Jate in bed, let us get rid of it. Nothing is easier, <A bad | 
habit is but a repetiton of single acts; and bad habits are to be broke | 
as they were formed, that is, by degrees. An incomparable judge says, }§ 
« Habit, like a complex, mathematical scheme, flowed originally froma | 
point, which insensibly became a line, which unfortunately became 
curye, which finally became a difficulty not easily to be unravelled,” 
This difficuity, however, may be unravelled by application and prudence 
Let a person accustomed to sleep till eight in the morning, rise the first 
week in April at a quarter before eight, the second week at half past 
seven, the third at a quarter after seven, and the fourth at seven: let 
him continue this method till the end of July, subtracting one quarter 
of an hour each week from sleep, and he will accomplish the work, 
which at first sight appears so difficult. It is not a stride, it is asucces F- 
sion of short steps, that conveys us from the foot to the top of a moun- ff | 
tain. Early rising is a great gain of time; and should the learner just [ 
now supposed, rise all the harvest months at four instead of eight, he 
would make that month equal to five weeks of his former life. 

Early rising is beneficial to health. I am aware, that “to ask what 
is wholesome is like asking whether the wind be fair without specify. 
ing to what port we are bound?” for some animals live on poisons; 
however it may safely be affirmed, that in general lying long and late J) 
in bed impairs the health, generates diseases, and in the end destroys F- 
the lives of multitudes. It is an intemperance of a pernicious kind, ' 
having nothing to recommend it, nothing to set against its teg thous- 
ands mischeivous consequences, for to be asleep is for to be dead for PF 
the time. This tyrannical habit attacks life in its essential powers, 
it makes the blood forget its way, and creep lazily along the veins, 
it relaxes the fibres, unstrings the nerves, evaporates the animal spir- 
its, subdues and stupifies a man to such a degree, that he, the lord of 
creation, hath no appetite for any thing in it, loaths labour, yawns for 
want of thought, trembles at the sight of a spider, and the absence of 
that, at the creatures of his own gloomy imagination. In every view, 
therefore, it was wise in the psalmist to say, Wy voice shall be heard tH 
the morning. Roberison’s morning Exercises, 
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- From the Religious Intelligencer and Evening Gazette. 
TO ALL CHRISTIANS. 

Breatunen—! have recently been deeply impressed with the thought 
that how much soever it may be, how great exertion soever it may 
cost us, to live Christians ourselves ; yet that this is not enough. We 
euzht likewise to endeavour to pursuade others to be Christians. 

It is a selfish principle, not countenanced by Christianity, for people 
not to care what becomes of others, if they can get to heaven them- 
selves. Such a principle as this would ill become the natural man, 
much more the Christian. 

Though Christians in general may not be called to stand before the 

ublic, yet they have a duty to perform in private. “+A wordspoken in 
See season, how good is it!” And again: “A word fitly spoken is ke 
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| ples of gold in pictures of silver.” How many opportunitics have 
* in our private circles, “to reprove the uniruitiul works of dark- 
s3,”” and to endeavour to excite the attention of our fellow beings to 
eir eternal concerns! 

{n the Book of Daniel it is thus writen: ‘“‘And they that be wise shail 
pine as the brightest of the firmament; and they that tura many te 
i chteousness, and the stars forever and ever.”” OU what is the Curis- 


san worid about! Asicep!—Soldiers of the cross, awake! Do we think 
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Ys; PGie souls of our feliow beings valuable? Then let us not live among 
Na § Siem so as not to be mistrusted for Christians! What kind of servants to 





a ‘Thrist, are we, if we Can see sinners about to take the blindloid ieap 
i o hell, and give them no warning; yea, and noi even woo and beseecis 
C6 


Ahem to stop! and weep over them, and for and them pray tor tiem, 
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rst F Gnd pray for them, and exhaust every. mean which we possess, to save 
z hem from their danger ; but, instead of this,,can accelerate their dix 
ot 


ruction, by lulling them, by our indifference and smiles, into-a {alse se- 
Turity, as if ali were well! O how do we injure the etcraal interests 
f our fellow beings by such a course ! 

> Itis time that every Christian was awake! ‘They have been sleep-. 





np. i ag for ages, and sinners have. all this time been crowding in mulitudes 
st Boho the gates of death—death eternal! And they are yet asleep, while 
ie 





inners are dropping by myriads, into the flaming abyss! O are we 
not most criminally, cruelly unfaithful? .O the soul! the deathiess 
‘soul! Who can tellits worth? Angels rejoice at its salvation. A 
premium is offered in heaven for its recovery from sin. And the ever- 
Jasting Father gave up the Ghost on Calvery to save it from damnation, 
Of how much importance must it then be? And what are Christians 
going with regard to this inestimable thing ?—encouraging along in the 
road to ruin, by cold indifference to its danger, and approving smiles at 
‘Wiis destructive course! For the sake of the priceless, immortal souls 
of our fellow men, let us commence a new system. Let some go abroad 
to preach to the heathen; let those who are called, stand before the. 
public at home; and let us, private Christians, preach too—to our rea 
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"ty body! Wherever there is a sinner, there is missionary ground) 
_ wherever there is a Christian, theye should be a preacher—a private 
preacher ifno more, What cap | say to rouse you? O! if you can see 
your fellow men sinking by thousands into irretrievable misery, and 
not be moved, how can I expect to move you by words? And yetd 
would try—how can I keep silence ! 

Brethren, let me exhort you to preach! Preach by good works. 
_ “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good. works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heayep.” Preach by words. 


Ceti 


_ “Knowing the terrours of the Lord, we pursuade men.” If you are not. 


~ called to do it in publick, yet do not fail of doing it in private; and 

_ who can tell but that in this way, you may be enabled turn many to 
} righteousness,” and hereafter “shine as the stars forever and ever.” 
_ Moses had respect unto the recompense of reward, and let us have. O 
) glorious reward !—to “to shine as the stars forever and ever!” [et 

the world laugh at such things if they will; “they shall mourn and 
| weep.” But let us who believe in such things, act accordingly. 





tn the discherge of duty, the Christian has a present satisfaction and 





lations—to our connexions—to our acquaintances—to strangers to eve- - 


Besides the reward, there is another object—ihe discharge of duty. 
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peace ; whercas, ifhe neglect it, ce feels to have been unfaithf; 
which gives him uneasiness of mind! and ie smarts under the ciastig 
ment of his offended Father. And moreover, the Christian, if he {eg 
as he shouid, wants to do his duty, because he ioves God. 

The opportunities to warn sinners, are more than Christians ay 
generally aware of. “In season, out of season.” In the streets—, 
the fields—~in “the highways and hedges”—in whatever cOmpayp 
soever we may chance to be, there are souls!—and when we reticg 
upon their incalculable worth—that their blood will be required yf 
our hands if they perish through our negiect to warn them, how inte, 
ested should we feel in this thing! When compared with this, the little 
fleeting things of time dwindie into insignificance. So important is thi 
thing, that any thing and every thing that would, in the ieast~ degree 
hinder attention to it should be sacrificed. It was undoubtedly its jp, 
expressible importance that made Paul direct Timothy to “ be insta 
in season, out of season.” What else could have induced him to gir 
such a direction? ‘And if the soul is so important, how guilty mu 
Christians be who do not feel interested for its salvation! And how mut 
sinners rue the day of their birth to ali eternity, if they lose so precioy 
souls! : 

O sinners, what are you doing, passing through this short life without 
attending to the great object for which it was given you! squandering 
your little period of probation upon trifles, and neglecting your sow! 

ughing and singing and dancing your way to hell! O what infatuation! 
what abuse to yourselves! Would to God I could rouse you! what shall 
I say? “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
Do you believe this, and can you help feeling concerned for your state 
Moreover, God, on whom you are dependent for eyery breath, has 
commanded, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” 
Unless you seek this first, you live in disobedience to God, and have ne 
assurance of finding. Seek it first. Delay not another moment. | You 
are liable to be cut down at any time, and if unprepared, what will you 
do? It is reasonable that you should seek this first, because it is of the 
most importance, and you may not be allowed time hereaftet ; and it 
is impious if you do not, because God has commanded you’ to. If you 
do not seek it first, you run the risk of losing your souls—your all! | 
tell you now, “flee from the wrath to come.” ‘Treat this warning 3 —7 
you please; but on your dying beds, you will, if unprepared, be afradh 
to die. You would give a world, then, if you had it, for the ‘ Christians f 
hope. Get it while you may’; hereafter may be too late.’ Repent, 
and believe in Christ. | mS 

And now ny duty is done—you are warned—your blood ‘be upon 
your own heads if you perish. But I am loth to have you poo Will 
tears move you? will any thing move you? What shall I Say, what 
shall I do to keep you from hell! Lord God, what shall I do? O tha 
} could do something to save one if no more! 

fis “Sinner, O why so thoughtless grown? 

Why in such dreadful haste to die? 
Daring to leap to worlds unknown, 
Heedless against thy God to fly! 
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Wilt thou dispise eternal fate, 
Urg’d on by sins’ fantastick dreanrs? 
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Madly attempt the infernal gate, © 
And force thy passage to the flames ¢ 


Stay, sinner! on the gospel plains, 
Behold the God of love unfold 
The glories of his dying pains, 
For ever telling, yet untold.” 


Ye missionaries in foreign climes! Let not ease, nor honour, nor 


Srandeur, nor pride, prevent yu from saying the souls of men.—Let 


othing hinder the gospel of Christ-—Count not even your lives dear‘ 
> that you may win souis. Be faithful. . If any thing requires taithful- 
hess, *tis the service in which you are engaged. Let Paul be your ex- 
ample in this thing. ‘Follow him, as he also followed Christ.” And 


reach the unadulterated gospel. 
Ye ministers of Christ at home! Let not your labours be confined to 


your pulpiits.—Follow your Master. Preach at the tables of publicans 


and sinners. Preach in your walks and journies. “Go out into the 
highways and hedges and compel them to come in.” Every day of 
our lives, preach repentance and faith to sinners. “Give yourselves 
wholly to the work.” Preach, O preach for the souls of our fellow 
beings are hurrying to hell, as fast as swift-winged time can carry them. 
« Cry aloud, and spare not, lift up your voices like a trumpet; for 
sinners are dull of hearing. Whenever you see sinners, preach. Odo 
not hold your peace. It suits the devil well to have you not disturb 
his affairs. O! if you believe that sinners are in danger of endless tor- 
ment, do, do warn them as if you believed it, warn them earnestly. 
Pour out your hearts in the business, If { am warm upon the subject, 


1am not so warm as I cou!d wish to be. I fail for words. O the in- 


expressible danger of sinners ! 

Private Christians! Canit be possible that we believe what we pre~ 
tend to? Do we believe that the sinner is exposed to the awful venge- 
ance of God Almighty for ever and ever? Why then do we not trem- 
ble for them? Why do we leave any means untried to save them? Why 
do we not so much as put forth a hand to pull them out of the fire? 
Why do we get entangled in the insignificant things of time, when souls 


}. are perishing? O when shall we awake? when will the church be 


“terrible as an army with banners?” when every private Christian be- 
comes a faithful, active, valliant Christian soldier. 

Christians, one and all! Give the imagination wing a few moments. 
Behold the sun extinguished, the moon blood, the stars falling, the 
world in flames, the heavens rolling together like a scroll]! Hark! hear 
the trump of God! “arise ye dead and come to judgment!’ See the 
dead arise from their graves! Lo they stand a countless host before 
God— and we among them At length our destiny is decided—irrev- 
ocable, eternal. Those who are adjudged to hell must go! they must 
go! they-cry indeed for mercy, but in vain! All is decided! No re- 
prieve! Ono reprieve. : 

Thanks to God we are yet on the earth. Sinners beware now—now, 
Blessed be God that your day is not yet over—that you are not yet in 
hell! Christians, hold not your peace. Let the critical case of the sine 
ver affect you! If you believe there isa hell; if you know “ihe tere 
wors of the Lord,” “persuade men,” lest the very stones ery ont, 9 
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prevent the siunets awful fate, and to condema you for your merck 
neglect. ) 
But if this effort to rouse you fails, 1 am determined, let others do 
they may, to labour for salvation of souls. Ido feel for the man » 
whom abideth the wrath of Géd. His wrath is dreadful—dread(y 
here; but O hereafter! Alas, sinners? though you may hear of these 
things, and hear without any particular sensation being excited; yout © 
must realize them. And how will you regret your inattention to them} 
when, you might have attended to them ! 
O Christians! If you will not arise, and go in earnest about thi 
buisness ; if you, preferring your ease, and dreading the oppositior, 
and frowns, and sneers of the world, neglect your duty in this gre: 
matter; | must leave you shrinking at the cross; for the word to me is, 
go forward, save souls.—I want to save souls; I feel for them, and | ant 
not delicate about acknowledging that I have respect urito the recon. 
pense of reward: | want to ‘shine like the stars for ever and ever.” 
Christians! ‘The eternal interests of our fellow men rise superior 
to every other consideration. They would better neglect every thing 
else than this. 'They will believe this when death looks theti in the 
face ; and they will know it when he clasps them in his cold atms. 0 
Let us, at home, abroad, every where, warn sinters to flee from the 
wrath to come; for there 1s wrath to come; and if we cannot intreat 
them even by the eloquence of tears nor by any other means to escape: 
if we do all we can for their salvation, and they will not attend to itsf 
perish they must; we are clear; we could do no more. 


A CHRISTIAN SOLDIER. 





FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letier to the editor from Elder Charles Bowles, dated Benson, 

Sept. 29, 18235. | 
Dear Brorner, | 

With pleasing sensations of mind, I embrace the opportunity of wri- 
ting a few lines for your perusal. I enjoy a good degree of health at 
present, and am enabled, through grace, to sound salvation. 

Our Quarterly Meeting was holden in Starksborough on the 13th and 
14th inst. Elders’ Conference the day before. We enjoyed a heavenly 
uniting season. Brother Pearly Hale of Enosburg, formerly a Metho- 
dist preacher, came forward and related his experience respecting his’ 
call to the work of the ministry to the satisfaction of the conference, 
and in answer to a request sent by the church to which he belongs, the 
conference appointed a temporary Q. M. to be holden at Enosburg, o2 
Saturday and Sunday following the third Wednesday in Oct. next, at 
which time it is expected he will be set apart to the work of the min- 
istry. Friday evening met forthe worship of God. A sermon was de- 
livered by Elder Ziba Pope in demonstration of the spirit and with pow- 
er, and I trust that much good was done in the name of the holy child 
Jesus. 

We met again on Saturday at eleven o’clock, the meeting being or- 
ganized for business, we heard accounts from the several churches, 
which were in general refreshing. 

The church at Enosburg, recently organized, by request was receiv- 
ed into connexion with this Quarterly Meeting. After meeting of busi- 
pese and half an hour's intermis*ion. met for worship. After prayer 
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them, p ‘Assembled on the Sabbath at half past 
Fine in the morning, where sermons were 
“Aeclivered by Elders Pope, Weatherbee, 
@ Carter. The assembly was solemn 
d attentive, good order was observed 
he is,f Mhrough the meeting, a number of pre- 
!lamE Bious souls camé forward and manilest- 
com-f ed their desires for religion, and | can 
rr.” “uly say we had a refreshing from the 
eriot } presence of the Lord. Our next Quar- 
thing F ferly Meeting is to be holden at Hunting- 
| the Pion, the Saturday following the second 
_ 0 BWednesday in January, next. 

1 the f= We tarried on Monday and held a 
treat Bfeeting, baptized eight persons, nine 
sape; F Persons were added to the church in that 


> its Place, and one as we trust was hope- [ 


lly converted. The work of the Lord 
R. [@ppears to be going on in different pla- 
‘Bes in the Quarterly Meeting, a number 
‘@f souls have been converted. 
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hem into the Qr. Meeting. We have 
and P@ince visited them, and being satisfied 
enly | With their proceedings, we received 
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his} @d with them a number of days, two 
nce, were baptized aud one soul converted, 
the fand the work of God is spreading in 
ob Bshose regions. ‘he church in Benson 
, at PGnd Putnam consists of sixty members, 
nine & Cuaries Bow es, 
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ors Betieve always that most people are 
nes, | Pot so good as their friends represent 

Fhem, nor half so bad as they are paint- 
ive [Rd by their enemies, and you may be 
usix | Pertain that you will derive many im- 
yer } portant benefits from it. 
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PURE TESTIMONY. 
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Cuts like a keen two-edged sword, And hypocrites now are most 
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The pure testimony pour’d forth in the spirit, 















































’re condemn’d by the word: The pure testimony discovers the drose, While wicked pro- 
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sorely tormented, Because they 
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